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Commencement 2025

We were thrilled to celebrate the achievements of proud graduates during the 58th annual

Commencement Ceremony on Wednesday, May 7, at the VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena. Surrounded by

an audience of their families and friends, 1,605 graduates accepted their diplomas from College President

John Avendano, Ph.D. and the College’s District Board of Trustees.

For the 2024-25 academic year, more than 5,400 degrees and certi�cates were awarded to FSCJ graduates

and candidates, with some students earning more than one. Of these, 883 were bachelor’s degrees, 1,875

were associate in arts degrees and 846 were associate in science degrees. Additionally, 190 high school

students completed the dual enrollment program and 80 graduates accepted their high school diploma or

Florida Department of Education equivalency diploma. Read more.

View Commencement Photos

On Saturday, May 3, we hosted a Grad Bash event at South

Campus. Graduates and their guests enjoyed food,

entertainment, giveaways and photo opportunities with

family, friends, Dr. A and Rayzor Ray.

View Photos

 

News and Updates

Congratulations to our Employee Awards Recipients

The Employee Awards Luncheon was held on Thursday, April 14 to celebrate and honor the recipients of

this year's Distinguished Faculty Awards, Distinguished Adjunct Faculty Award, Administrative and

Professional Collaborative Exceptional Service and Initiative Award and the Career Employees’ Council

Recognition of Excellence Award, and the iRISE Awards.

Distinguished Faculty Award - Liberal Arts & Sciences, Adult Education, and ESOL - Professor of

Humanities and Religion Dr. Thomas Scott Cason *Not pictured above

Distinguished Faculty Award - Liberal Arts & Sciences, Adult Education, and ESOL - Professor of

Mathematics Jerry Shawver

Distinguished Faculty Award - Bachelors, Career & Technical Education - Professor of Culinary and

Hospitality Management Dr. David Buchman

Administrative and Professional Collaborative Exceptional Service and Initiative Award - Director of

Athletics Jerry Thor

Career Employees’ Council Recognition of Excellence Award - Library Public Services Coordinator

Jennifer Grey

Distinguished Adjunct Faculty Award - Adult Education Adjunct Professor Lena Shaqareq

Integrity Award - Dean of Arts & Sciences Talani Torres

Respect for All Served by FSCJ Award - Student Support Coordinator Raquel Gonzalez

Innovation Award - Business Analyst for Curriculum and Scheduling Ayshea Golden

Student-Centered Award - Academic and Career Advisor Devon Novik

Excellence in Teaching, Learning and Service Award - Associate Director for Program Development -

Curriculum & Instruction Dr. Jametoria Burton

View Photos

 

FSCJ Earns Military Friendly Top 10 Award

FSCJ was named a Top 10 Military Friendly® School for 2025-26, in

recognition of leading practices, outcomes and e�ective programs for

student veterans. In addition to the Top 10 ranking, the College was

also recognized as a Military Friendly Spouse School. This is the third

year in a row the College has received Military Friendly Recognition,

receiving the “Gold” ranking in 2023 and 2024.

Institutions across the country were evaluated using public data

sources and their responses to a survey. Final ratings were

determined by combining each institution’s survey responses with an

assessment of their ability to meet thresholds for student retention,

graduation, job placement, loan repayment, persistence (degree

advancement or transfer) and loan default rates for all students,

speci�cally for student veterans. 

Read More

 

Introducing Phi Theta Kappa's Newest Members

FSCJ's Upsilon Eta Chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor Society celebrated its spring 2025 inductees

during a ceremony held at Kent Campus on April 25. During the event, 39 new members were honored

and welcomed into the Chapter, recognizing their academic achievement.

FSCJ has proudly hosted the Upsilon Eta Chapter of PTK since the late 1960s, providing opportunities for

FSCJ students to develop into strong academic leaders with countless scholarships made available to

support them along the way.

View Photos

 

BibliU Transition

FSCJ’s Bookstore Management Services are shifting from Follett to BibliU. We have a leadership team that

is overseeing the transition as well as multiple subcommittees that are executing the work. The

subcommittees include Course Materials Adoptions, Course Materials Availability, Technology and Systems

Integration, Financial Aid and Financial Services, Website, Marketing and Communications, Physical

Inventory and Transition, Personnel and Facility Improvements.

As previously shared during OnPoint, we are shifting from �ve brick-and-mortar bookstores to three with

the closure of the stores at Deerwood Center and Kent Campus. Moving forward, students from these

locations can pick up their materials at South Campus. The Deerwood Center store closed on May 2 and

the Kent Campus store is currently closed on Fridays until the permanent closure on May 30. The South,

North and Downtown Campus stores will temporarily close on Fridays. 

Follet's last day of customer-facing business is July 11 and the stores will reopen under BibliU’s

management on July 28.

 

Introducing FSCJ Student Success Navigators

Our newly appointed Student Success Navigators have o�cially been released to campuses, providing

comprehensive and personalized support to students across admissions, enrollment, �nancial aid and

�rst-term advising. While Navigators assist new students with selecting and registering for their �rst term,

Academic and Career Advisors continue to manage academic advising through their assigned caseloads.

This new model eliminates the need for students to move between multiple service queues. Navigators

can now assist students seamlessly from application through �nancial aid to enrollment, creating a more

streamlined and supportive experience. 

Congratulations to our new Student Success Navigators: Anne Bruno, Racquel Wood, Allen Sorensen,

Stephanie Brock, Sarah Friedman, David Johnson, Christina Gasull, Michael Reid, Lauren Arnold, Joshua

Nesbitt, Sonja Rocha, Aava Maria Quiroz, Elizabeth Netters, Yeisa Benet Tosado, Quinneshea West-Brown,

Shabat Yisrael, Jalaine Buford, Patricia McClellan, Shannon Reid, Rumyana Kalaydzhieva, Abraham Otero,

Amavi Akpadjavi, Michael Heindl, Courtney Hughes and Anita Scotlis

We are also preparing to launch a new virtual queue management system designed to enhance the student

experience, which will replace our current system. The o�cial launch date will be announced soon.

Read More

 

FSCJ Honors Celebration of Student Success Awards Recipients

Faculty and sta� nominated students to be

recognized during the annual Celebration of

Student Success events. Multiple events were held

at di�erent College locations to honor the student

award recipients.

Students received rewards in the following

categories:

Academic Achievement

Inspirational Achievement

Outstanding Student Worker

Outstanding Student Leadership

Read More

 

FSCJ Online and the Center for eLearning Wins International Award

FSCJ Online and the Center for eLearning proudly

announce Family Dynamics in Funeral Service, an

interactive branching scenario for FSE 2061:

Funeral Services Counseling and Ethics, won H5P’s

Best Content of 2025 award for Impactful

Gami�cation. This international competition

recognized outstanding educational content, and

our project stood out among �nalists from

Germany, France, the United Kingdom and the U.S.

Instructional Designer Julie Wolfe and Learning Experience Architect Andrew Gustafson designed and

developed this interactive learning experience in collaboration with faculty Subject-Matter Expert Mary

Rutan. The team designed the scenario to support student engagement, learner choice and meaningful

discussion. Special thanks to the Dean of Health Sciences Dr. Monica Franklin and Program Director

Howard Beckham for their valuable support, thoughtful feedback and contributions.

As Learning Experience Architect for FSCJ’s Center for eLearning,

Andrew leads the department on learning experience strategy through

consultation, while maintaining the system and technology to create

engaging, active and accessible learning experiences. He serves as the

department’s technology and accessibility lead, collaborating with IT’s

Educational Technology department to maintain global styles for

Canvas.

He holds a Master’s in Learning Design and Technology from the University of Colorado Denver and is a

Certi�ed Professional in Web Accessibility from the International Association of Accessibility Professionals,

one of roughly 700 in the world and the only one working for a Florida higher education institution.

Learn More

 

FSCJ VERTICAL Program Partners with Hyatt Hotels

FSCJ's VERTICAL program is proud to celebrate the successful

completion of an enriching opportunity through Hands On

Education and its partnership with Hyatt Hotels, Hands

On@Hyatt. This collaborative e�ort provided VERTICAL

students with valuable, real-world experience in the

hospitality industry through an 80-hour internship. Students

were placed in several key departments at Hyatt, including

culinary, housekeeping, engineering/maintenance,

stewarding and restaurant operations. 

VERTICAL o�ers students with unique abilities an inclusive college experience, combining career readiness

training with campus engagement and personal development opportunities. 

Learn More

 

FSCJ Foundation Hosts Annual Golf Classic Tournament

The FSCJ Foundation held its annual Golf

Classic event on April 28 at Queens

Harbour Yacht & Country Club. This event

showcases our athletics program and

brings together businesses and alumni to

recognize FSCJ’s invaluable place in the

community.

Many thanks to our student-athletes who volunteered throughout the day and our sponsors: Presenting

Sponsor First Florida Credit Union, Longest Drive Sponsor PQH Group, Registration and Closest to the Pin

Sponsor Chiller Medic, Lunch Sponsor Warden Construction, Hole in One Sponsor Nimnicht Chevrolet and

Putting Contest Sponsor Bhide and Hall Architects. 

View Photos

 

FSCJ Employee Recreational Sports

The annual FSCJ Employee Recreational Sports opportunity will kick o� on Monday, May 19. This employee

wellness initiative provides College employees with enjoyable co-ed recreational sports opportunities

through August 14. Participation is open to all employees, and no sign-up is required. 

Basketball – Mondays and Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.; South Campus Gymnasium

Pickleball – Mondays and Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.; South Campus Gymnasium

Employees are encouraged to join the FSCJ Employee Recreational Sports Channel on Microsoft Teams (click

the button below) for discussions and real-time updates on summer activities.

Join the Teams Channel

 

Seeking Alumni Nominations for Anniversary Celebration

FSCJ's 60th Anniversary begins August 2025! As part of our celebration, we'll be celebrating our alumni. We

are collecting nominations for alumni features throughout the year. Please nominate alumni including

fellow employees, yourself, retirees and anyone you can think of from the past six decades. Submit a

nomination here.

Faculty and sta� are also invited to share their ideas and input to help develop a �tting celebration. If you

are interested in participating in a committee or have an idea to share, email communications@fscj.edu.

 

Faculty and Sta� Accomplishments

In recognition of Executive Director of FSCJ Artist Series Dr.

Milt Russos' nearly 60 years of leadership, service and

dedication to our community, Mayor Donna Deegan

honored him with the Key to the City and o�cially

proclaimed April 10, 2025 as Dr. Milt Russos Day.

Under his visionary leadership, the Broadway in

Jacksonville series and a diverse range of cultural and

innovative programming from around the world have

�ourished. The FSCJ Artist Series now generates an

economic impact ranging from $24-$32 million annually,

playing a vital role in the growth and sustainability of our

community.

View Photos

Professor of Nursing Dr. Carol Neil was selected as a

recipient of the Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award by

New Horizons Christian Ministries, a certifying organization

of the award. Led by AmeriCorps and managed in

partnership with Points of Light, this program allows

Certifying Organizations to recognize their most exceptional

volunteers. Awards are presented to individuals who

exemplify the willingness to provide a high level of

humanitarian assistance to their communities and the

nation. 

The Student Success Certi�cate helps faculty and sta� expand their “sphere of in�uence” by fostering

connections and utilizing resources to provide comprehensive support for students. This initiative aims to

help remove both academic and personal obstacles that students may face. Congratulations to the

following employees for completing Cohort 5:

Phillip Delacruz, Faculty Development Specialist

Nicole Kent, Academic and Career Advisor

Marilyn McNair, Program Facilitator II

Shannon Mette, Case Manager-Career Specialist

Laura Montagano, Student Success Advisor II

Carol Neil, Professor of Nursing

Anita Scotlis, Student Success Navigator

Peter “Max” Sukalo, Instructional Program Manager

The New Faculty Institute (NFI) at FSCJ aims to prepare new faculty members with the essential knowledge

and skills for teaching at the College. Participants receive information on professional development

opportunities, gain an understanding of the College's Mission, Vision and Values, and more. Additionally,

they become acquainted with Student Services, the Library and Learning Commons, Security and

Organizational Culture and Engagement. Congratulations to this year’s NFI Graduates:

New Faculty Institute Year One

Laura Bagby

Kenneth Davis

Simona Folisi

Monica Hardy

Elizabeth Kinney

Tifani Mickens

Rachel Nagel

Jennifer Pepper

Sha'Kira Riggins

New Faculty Institute Year Two

Yasameen Alkhayyat

Kimberly Davis

Andreas Glover

 

Recruitment Update

Partnerships often serve as the key to unlocking access to a myriad of prospective student populations in

our service district. Through partnerships, the Student Recruitment O�ce can guide more students into

postsecondary opportunities through community connections. Furthermore, the partnerships with our

local school districts are rooted in collaboration aimed at transitioning students to college and career

pathways. College departments and employees may request the Student Recruitment O�ce’s support for

their community relationships and partnerships.  

Open House Reps and Volunteers Needed

The College will host its annual College Open House on Saturday, June 21, at South Campus. Program and

resource representatives, along with other volunteers, drive the success of the event. 

Program and Resource Participants: Register here

Volunteers: Register here

Takeover Days 2025 - Nearly 240 future Manta Rays from

Nassau and Duval County schools participated in Takeover

Days at the Nassau Center and North and South campuses.

This event aims to inform and excite high school seniors

about their expected enrollment.

Military Appreciation - In April, sta� from the Student

Recruitment O�ce and Military and Veteran Services

donated donuts to the Military Families Breakfast at New

Berlin Elementary School, which has been recognized as a

Purple Star School for its support of military families.

Upcoming events:

5/16:  Andrew Jackson Senior Commitment

5/16: West Nassau Awards Ceremony

5/17: Youth Empowerment Summit at Westside High School

5/22: Darnell Cookman Academic Signing Day

5/27: Pepsi Employee Career Fair

Recruitment by the numbers:

Events: 51

Student Connections: 1,530

Individual tours: 14

Attendees: 32

If you’re interested in participating in recruitment events, please contact us at fscjrecruitment@fscj.edu with

the subject line Dive into Manta Ray Nation.

Read More

Invite Rayzor Ray to Your Event

Bring some extra excitement to your events with Rayzor Ray! Our beloved

mascot is ready to make appearances that will energize the crowd and create

unforgettable memories. Don’t miss out—bookmark the Rayzor Ray Request

Form today and secure a visit! 

Request Form

Visit the mascot shop to get your manta ray gear! 

 

FSCJ In Action

Throughout April, Florida College System Month, this banner

featuring two of our very own students hung in the Florida State

Capitol!

The students were photographed during the second annual Cyber

Security Contest and we were excited to see that their images were

used to highlight the work of "The Great 28."

FSCJ students were featured in

the Florida Nursing Students

Association (FSNA) Hotline

Newsletter. The spotlight shared

that the students set up a booth

at Riverside Arts Market, o�ering

free blood pressure checks and

providing information on how

hypertension is a risk factor for

chronic kidney disease.

The Legal Studies Association's (LSA) March meeting

was held at Kent Campus, discussing capital cases

and the death penalty. LSA Board Members are

pictured here with guest speaker Sarah Morris from

Regional Con�ict Counsel and her paralegal

Roxanne, who is a graduate of our program.

The 2025 Faculty Focus Day was held on April 11

at the ATC. The event featured Dr. Jessica

Chandras, who discussed the connections

between language, culture and cognition to

improve educational practices. Additionally, Troy

Kimmel shared his career journey, transitioning

from a broadcast meteorologist to an Incident

Response Meteorologist and faculty member at

the University of Texas. The 2025 Distinguished

Faculty and Adjunct Awards recipients were also

honored.

Students, faculty and sta� came together in recognition of Sexual Assault Awareness and Stress Relief Week.

A huge thank you to the organizations that joined us: Women's Center of Jacksonville, JASMYN, Hubbard

House, FSCJ Title IV O�ce, Student Support Services, Goats on the Go and Kaleidoscope Mind Community

Farm. More than 120 attendees enjoyed petting goats, engaging in arts and crafts, and creating a Wall of

Support for survivors of sexual assault. Refreshments were served, and everyone had the chance to

socialize with sta� and faculty while supporting this important cause.

FSCJ's Electrathon Team participated in the STEM Electrathon Event in

conjunction with Energy Whiz at Florida Solar Energy Center in Cocoa,

Florida on April 26. In the �rst race, FSCJ won second place in the

Advanced category and �rst place in the second race. Read more.

 

Get to Know Your APC Colleagues: Jessica Eaton

May's Administrative & Professional Collaborative (APC)

spotlight shines on Women’s Basketball Head Coach Jessica

Eaton. Coach Eaton has been with the team since 2021,

handling recruiting, player development and many of the

team's day-to-day operations. After serving two seasons as a

volunteer with the team, she worked one season as the

assistant and was o�cially named Head Coach in 2024. 

She last served as an assistant coach at Oviedo High School

in 2015, junior varsity coach and varsity assistant coach at

Hagerty High School from 2009-12 and started her career at

Lyman High School in 2008. 

Coach Eaton and her husband Shanon have two children, Joy and Asher. An honors graduate with an

Associate in Arts degree from FSCJ, she is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Sports Management

from the University of Florida.

Learn More

 

Get to Know Your CEC Colleagues: Jamaiah Bowman

May's Career Employees' Council (CEC) spotlight features

Administrative Assistant I Jamaiah Bowman. Jamaiah has

been with FSCJ for two years, supporting the �ourishing

Urban Agriculture and Aquaponics Lab.

She also serves on the Science Symposium Committee, the

CEC Recognition Committee, is Vice President of the STEM

Club and the South Campus Wellness Committee.

Jamaiah will be �nishing her Associate in Arts degree soon

and will be applying to the A.S. Nursing program in the fall. 

When she's not at FSCJ, Jamaiah enjoys �nding new places to eat and expanding her pallet. She also loves

watching football and NASCAR during their respective seasons. 

Learn More

 

Facilities Updates

The Facilities Team has been hard at work, updating and upgrading spaces across the College. Check out

some highlights below:

Recently completed

Collegewide Energy
Initiative/Skyspark Software
Cecil Storefront Door
Replacement, Bldgs A&G
Kent Heating Hot Water System
Replacement
North Door Access Control
Upgrades
North Lot 5, Milling & Resurfacing

In progress

Ongoing Collegewide:

Door Access Control Upgrades
Elevator Door Lock Monitoring
Systems
Emergency Responders Radio
Communications System 
Fire Alarm Replacement
Scan/Digitize Facilities Plans
Science Lab & Classroom
Renovations
Way�nding, Monument Signs
Memorial Benches/Legacy Walk
Energy Initiatives

Deerwood Center:

Classrooms to Computer Labs
Renovation
Deerwood Conference Center
Renovation 

Downtown Campus:

Multipurpose Room Renovation
Building Envelope
Elevator Modernization 
ADA Signage
Fire Alarm System Replacement
Vehicle Charging Stations
Parking Lot Lighting
Cancer Survivor's Park Lighting

Kent Campus:

Addressable Device Upgrades
Science Lab Upgrades
Auditorium Dressing Room
Renovation
Student Life Renovation
Bus Route Improvements

Nassau Center:

Science Lab Remodel & Furniture
Door Access Control Upgrade
David Yulee Room Furniture
Fire Alarm Replacement

North Campus:

Student Services Renovation
Allied Health Program Renovation
Elevator Modernization
BDA Monitoring System
Individual Addressable Monitoring
System
Signage
CJC Pavilion, Lobby Breakroom
Furniture
Boiler Replacement
Athletics Renovation

South Campus:

Door Access Control Upgrades
Elevator Modernization
Lighting Controls Upgrade
Fire Alarm System Replacement
Childcare Center Renovation
Men's Locker Room Renovation
Parking Lot Lighting
Restroom Renovation
Legacy Walk Benches
Gymnasium Bleachers

In planning

Deerwood Center:

Stairs, Curtain Wall, Main Entry and
Balcony Repairs
Parking Lot Repair

Downtown Campus:

Warehouse Building
VERC Renovation

Kent Campus:

Barbershop Renovation

North Campus:

Paint Tower Stairwell

South Campus:

Wilson Center Architect
Assessment
Honors Program Expansion
Security Renovation

 

Upcoming Events

Check out the events calendar to view more events and access the form to submit your College-related

events: fscj.edu/events.

View More Events

 

Quiz

Quiz winners will be selected at random from entries with all questions answered correctly. You have until

6 p.m. on the day the newsletter is distributed to email your answers to newsletter@fscj.edu. Three winners

will receive a Manta Messenger prize pack! Please note: Previous quiz winners are not eligible to win for six

months.

1. FSCJ's VERTICAL program partnered with what hotel company? 

a. Marriott

b. Hilton

c. Hyatt

d. Wyndham

2. What is the name of our new Bookstore Management Services provider?

a. BibliU

b. Follett

c. Barnes & Noble

d. eCampus

3. FSCJ was recognized by Military Friendly® in what categories for 2025-26? 

a. Top 10 Military Friendly School

b. Military Friendly Spouse School

c. Both A and B

d. Military Friendly School - Silver

4. In recognition of Dr. Milt Russos' years of leadership, service and dedication to our community, Mayor

Deegan honored him with the key to what?

a. A new car

b. An o�ce at City Hall

c. The Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts

d. The City

5. FSCJ's Upsilon Eta Chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor Society inducted how many new

members?

a. 40

b. 39

c. 29

d. 62
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